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WP2 objectives are to: 

 to characterise/evaluate the past and current pressures resulting from 

land–sea interactions and from human activities in the coastal seas and to 

analyse their patterns and impact across the SES 

 to analyse socio-economic activities interacting with coastal marine 

ecosystems 

 to better understand the response of Mediterranean and Black Seas 

coastal ecosystems to natural and anthropogenic pressures 

 

 

-Deliverable 5.2. Identification of pressures and their impacts on coastal 

ecosystems and gap analysis  

 

STAGES QUESTIONNAIRE for the WS aiming to provide a basis for 

determination of the main knowledge gaps and research needs with 

regards to the pressures and their impacts on marine ecosystems under 

the MSFD 

 

The main pressures on the Med. & Black Sea coastal ecosystems 

according to PERSEUS-WP2: 
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WP5  objectives: Identify, develop and promote tools and methods to assess 
environmental status across the Mediterranean and the Black Sea basins with 
emphasis on non-EU countries, in accordance with the principles and objectives of 
the MSFD. 

 

In Deliverable 5.1, approaches (=methodologies) taken from the available MSFD 
Initial Assessments (IAs), in the Mediterranean and Black Sea EU countries, in 
selected northern EU countries, along with environmental assessments in different 
Regional Sea Conventions have been reviewed and compiled, in order to get a 
better overview of the process followed in different regions.  

 

- Mediterranean Sea: France, Spain, Greece and Cyprus (+ Italy) 

- Black Sea: Romania (+ Bulgaria) 

- Atlantic and Northern regions: Belgium, Germany and U.K.  

- Regional Sea Conventions: OSPAR, Black Sea Commission  

 

 

A qualitative database with information at three different levels was constructed:  

 

1. Coverage of Descriptors  

2. Strategic approach per Descriptor 

3. Assessment Strategy at criteria and indicator level.  

 

Overall, there are significant data 
and methodological gaps.  

 

Existing methodological standards 

are available only for some 

indicators, which have a limited 
applicability, as they are adapted 

only to regional specificities, and to 

coastal waters.  

 

Further work is needed to adapt 
these elements to the MSFD scope, 

as well as to develop new 

methodologies for other indicators.  

 

France did not consider as pertinent 
the indicators of criteria 6.2, 

because of knowledge gaps on the 

relation pressure-impacts, 

and decided to develop new ones 

linked also with D1 and D4. 

In an attempt to visualize 

the knowledge gained from 

the implementation of the 

pedigree matrix, radar 

diagrams were used 
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Available information from IAs draft documents is 
heterogeneous, complex and incomplete; harmonization 
efforts are necessary 

 

There is data and knowledge deficiency 

 

Further development is needed, including further 
criteria/indicators development, reference/threshold levels 
establishment, and GES issues. 

 

 


